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CISA Issues Version 3.0 of Guidance on the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce
The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Agency (CISA) has issued a third version of their Guidance on the Essential Critical
Infrastructure Workforce. This has been the guidance that most states, including Texas, and counties have recognized in their stay-
at-home orders. Under the guidance, the chemical manufacturing sector is specifically listed as critical to public health and safety.

The updated guidance provides that the following sectors of the chemical manufacturing industry should be considered critical and
exempt from any stay-at-home orders:

CHEMICAL

Workers supporting the chemical and industrial gas supply chains, including workers at chemical manufacturing plants,
laboratories, distribution facilities, and workers who transport basic raw chemical materials to the producers of industrial and
consumer goods, including hand sanitizers, food and food additives, pharmaceuticals, paintings and coatings, textiles, building
materials, plumbing, electrical, and paper products.
Workers supporting the safe transportation of chemicals, including those supporting tank truck cleaning facilities and workers
who manufacture packaging items.
Workers supporting the production of protective cleaning and medical solutions, PPE, chemical consumer and institutional
products, disinfectants, fragrances, and packaging that prevents the contamination of food, water, medicine, among others
essential products.
Workers supporting the operation and maintenance of facilities (particularly those with high risk chemicals and sites that cannot
be shut down) whose work cannot be done remotely and requires the presence of highly trained personnel to ensure safe
operations, including plant contract workers who provide inspections.
Workers (including those in glass container manufacturing) who support the production and transportation of chlorine and alkali
manufacturing, single-use plastics, and packaging that prevents the contamination or supports the continued manufacture of
food, water, medicine, and other essential products.

CRITICAL MANUFACTURING

Workers necessary for the manufacturing of metals (including steel and aluminum), industrial minerals, semiconductors,
materials and products needed for medical supply chains and for supply chains associated with transportation, aerospace,
energy, communications, information technology, food and agriculture, chemical manufacturing, nuclear facilities, wood
products, commodities used as fuel for power generation facilities, the operation of dams, water and wastewater treatment,
processing and reprocessing of solid waste, emergency services, and the defense industrial base. Additionally, workers needed
to maintain the continuity of these manufacturing functions and associated supply chains, and workers necessary to maintain a
manufacturing operation in warm standby
Workers necessary for the manufacturing of materials and products needed to manufacture medical equipment and PPE.
Workers necessary for mining and production of critical minerals, materials and associated essential supply chains, and
workers engaged in the manufacture and maintenance of equipment and other infrastructure necessary for mining production
and distribution.
Workers who produce or manufacture parts or equipment that supports continued operations for any essential services and
increase in remote workforce, including computing and communication devices, semiconductors, and equipment such as
security tools for Security Operations Centers (SOCs) or data centers.
Workers manufacturing or providing parts and equipment that enable the maintenance and continued operation of essential
businesses and facilities.

The Guidance can be found here:
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/Version_3.0_CISA_Guidance_on_Essential_Critical_Infrastructure_Workers_2.pdf
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If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Sam Gammage, TCC General Counsel, at
Gammage@texaschemistry.org or 512-646-6403.
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